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venture the assertion that there is no lawyer of any reputation in practice 
to-day whose success is not dependent upon the integrity of his life and his 
reputation for honesty on the lips of the people with whom he lives. While 
the world calls also for ability of the right type to do his work as it ought 
to be done, he finds his success in the moral qualities he displays rather than 
in anything else. 

No one claims perfection in this profession. Eeformation ! Yes, let it 
come, but it will never be effected by men who charge upon lawyers timid- 
ity, selfishness, and dishonesty, and believe that they as a class are regarded, 
as claimed by Mr. Greene, with something more than suspicion. The world 
is not tolerant, as he insists, of anything that shows lack of integrity in this 
craft. Trusted as it is in everything, it cannot be mistrusted in anything 
without losing caste. And while a smart trick at the bar may be laughed at 
for the moment, its author has to reckon with that public opinion which 
sooner or later relegates him to the place where he belongs. 

E. C. Bttmpits. 

A KEQUISITE OF REFORM. 
Mephisto. " Ich bin der Geist der stets verneint."— Goethe. 
Six years ago the Republican party selected as its Presidential candidate 
a man whom a part of the party declined to support. A secondary issue was 
their objection to the Republican doctrine of protection. Their revolt in 
New York, combined with other causes, was of sufficient strength to throw 
the vote of that State, and with it the Presidency, to Mr. Cleveland. In'splte 
of the respect with which Mr. Cleveland's administration filled even his 
political enemies, the so-called independent movement of 1884 was extremely 
unfortunate in its deadening effect on a certain class of young men. The 
name independent has a fine sound, and it has ever since furnished a most 
convenient excuse on the part of men who ought to know better for the 
shirking of their political duties. 

There are times when self-respect rises and ought to rise superior to loy- 
alty to party, especially in the somewhat tangled condition of party lines 
to-day. " Measures, not men," was the disgrace of the party that coined the 
phrase, for there is and ought to be a point at which party orders fall on 
dull ears. In the State of Massachusetts and in the city of Boston there 
have been abundant examples in the last few years of nominations by both 
parties of men of such private life or public record, or both together, that 
independent thinkers among the party that nominated them slew them in 
the house of their friends. It is such independence within the party as this 
that insures the stability of the country and forms the sole hope of the men 
who fight the corruptionist at primaries, caucuses, polls, and lobbies, and 
who find the strongest ally of corruption in the apathy that calls itself inde- 
pendence. I might cite a Democratic caucus for a highly important purpose 
that was held last fall in the richest, if not the most intelligent, ward in 
Boston. Of fifty gentlemen of that party to whom two friends of mine per- 
sonally appealed to come and aid them in a square fight between the young 
reformers and the old machine, but one solitary individual appeared. 

The struggles of conscience endured on caucus nights by a man who has 
settled down at the club to a long drink and the French illustrated papers 
are painful to witness. He is not quite sure that he is a Republican, and 
cannot therefore attend the Republican caucus. He never has attended and 
does not propose to attend the Democratic caucus. He is an independent 
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who proposes to choose the better candidate. In other words, he will 
graciously condescend to assist in the chase after the party beaters have 
scared up the game. The possibility of his being forced to choose between a 
vulture and a turkey-buzzard apparently does not occur to him. 

The individual in question often quotes as authority our beloved poet and 
patriot, Mr. James Russell Lowell, who in a splendid outburst of eloquence 
against packed conventions once * declared that the stopping of foul politi- 
cal practices could only be accomplished by men dissociated from the interests 
of party. 

Now, I do not believe that Mr. Lowell meant to say what his words may 
seem to imply to our independent friend. I cannot believe that any one so versed 
in American democracy as he should soberly advocate a quiet abandonment 
of all political duties beyond the mere act of voting, the least effective of all. 
I cannot believe that any American would recommend a Pharisaical self-ex- 
clusion from caucuses and conventions as fit only for the vulgar herd. What 
he doubtless intended by that unlucky sentence was that political reform is 
only possible when men are ready to desert their party and to join or form 
another when their own party deserts its principles. If men, thinking men, 
the kind of men to whom Mr. Lowell made that memorable address, were 
not so largely in the habit of abstaining from genuine political activity, 
there would be fewer of the packed conventions to which he alluded. 

Last September there were caucuses held for the nomination of delegates 
to the Republican congressional conventions. Of all the various candidates 
for the seat in a certain district in Massachusetts there was one whose pub- 
lic record made it particularly undesirable that he should obtain either 
nomination or election. As usual in such cases, he and his friends made an 
organized campaign. His own city had previously ejected him from a lower 
Oi'fice, and, when he was finally nominated, repudiated him yet more em- 
phatically as a candidate for Congress. Yet every Republican delegate 
chosen by those caucuses in that city was pledged to this unworthy candi- 
date. If six, if two, if one delegate had failed him, he could never have been 
nominated ; yet at no one of the caucuses did a baker's dozen of his oppo- 
nents make an appearance ; at none of them was even a printed ballot bear- 
ing another name presented, and at but one of them was even a single voice 
raised against him. 

It is easy to join a political party, and very, very hard for a man respected 
by the community to be read out of it. No man can always support all of his 
party candidates. Mr. Nathan Matthews, Jr., has recently been elected mayor 
of Boston by Republican votes, and Mr. Thomas N. Hart was just as truly 
elected to the same office by Democratic votes. The Republicans who voted 
for Mr. Matthews and the Democrats who voted for Mr. Hart are none the 
less members of their party because under peculiarly exceptional circum- 
stances they could not vote for one of its candidates. 

The ground for choice between parties lies, of course, in party action 
rath r than party platforms. Those of us who are Republicans disregard, 
for example, the fact that no party platforms oppose civil-service reform in 
the nation or ballot reform in the States. One law was placed among the 
national statutes by Republican votes. It is retained there by Republican 
votes and the appropriation for its enforcement has been increased by Re- 
publican votes. Republican votes and party whips put ballot reform into the 

* Reform Club of New York, Steinway Hall, April 13, 1888. 
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law of Massachusetts. Republican votes tried to put complete ballot re- 
form into the law of New York, and failed because Democratic votes and a 
Democratic governor insisted on the amendment that was of such material 
aid to Tammany Hall in the last election. Of course all the good legislation 
is not made by one party nor all the bad by one party. There is, however, 
such a deal of sickening chatter to the effect that both parties promise much 
and perform nothing, and that sneering sloth is a commendable habit in the 
American gentleman, that it is well to remember that such is by no means 
the case either with the Republican or the Democratic party. 

It is not true that reform within the limit of party is impossible. Look 
at the magnificent reform in the Democratic party of Massachusetts effected 
by those purely partisan politicians — the term may be worn honorably — Quin- 
cy, Russell, Crosby, Hoar, and the rest. They found the party in the hands of 
B. F. Butler ; they have left it in the hands of W. E. Russell. This change 
was not made by the laying-on of hands, nor by chilly approval in essays and 
after-dinner speeches ; it was brought about by practical, hard, party work, 
by wire-pulling, by canvassing, by carrying caucuses and committees, by the 
supplanting of " Mike " Cunniff by " Nate " Matthews. 

If you believe in the Democratic party, join the Democratic party. If 
you believe in the Republican party, join the Republican party. If you do 
not know which party to join, take The Congressional Record and look at 
the tables of votes on the questions in which you are interested, or get Mc- 
pherson's " Manual," or the daily papers, and find out how the parties vote in 
Congress and legislature on civil-service reform, or tariff reform, or ballot 
reform, or international copyright, or free silver, or the national bank- 
ruptcy law, or parochial schools, or any other measure pregnant with good 
or evil. It will be impossible for you to agree with any party in all of its acts ; 
it will be equally impossible to plead ignorance as to which party is, on the 
whole, the more in accord with your opinions. 

When you join a party, join it. Don't add yourself to the fringe that 
trails from the edge of its garment. A single man at a cailcus may accom- 
plish much, but a man may accomplish much more who is willing to sacrifice 
a little time, such a very little time, and to investigate the nominees for local 
offices, and then to organize opposition to the bad and support for the good 
It can be done with not so very much trouble, and it is not necessary to 
corrupt voters to do it. 

Independence within the party is the strength of the country. An Intel ■ 

ligent protest against bad men and bad measures, a little healthy desertion, 

is a good thing for the party and for the nation. Independence absolute is a, 

curse pure and. simple. It is an evasion of the duties which are given us with 

the rights of political life. Criticism is easy ; it is creation that is difficult. 

The negative device of Mephistopheles quoted at the head of this essay ought 

not to commend itself to the young men of the great republic. If the nether 

world must be explored for a maxim for reformers, take the motto of Macbeth' s 

witches : " I'll do, I'll do, and I'll do." 

Curtis Guild, Jr. 

IS IT A WISE INVESTMENT? 
There are over two hundred and fifty millions of dollars invested in car- 
trust-lease certificates in this country. These certificates are held by people in 
every part of the civilized world. Can there be any adverse criticism, or even 
a quibble, as to the form of these securities ? The matter is worthy of some 



